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1
ELECTRONIC DEVICE FOR GRANTING
AUTHORITY BASED ON CONTEXT
AWARENESS INFORMATION

BACKGROUND

1. Field

The present invention relates to an electronic device
capable of performing a control function by using a pointer
displayed on a screen and, more particularly, to an electronic
device capable of granting or maintaining, and depriving the
authority to control the electronic device of a plurality of
pointing units according to the number of points required for
controlling the electronic device determined based on
obtained context awareness information.

2. Related Art

As the functions of electronic devices such as personal
computers, notebook computers, mobile phones, or the like,
are diversified, electronic devices are implemented in the
form or a multimedia player or device supporting compli-
cated functions such as capturing images or video, reproduc-
ing music or video files, playing games, receiving broadcast
signals, and the like.

Electronic devices may be divided into a mobile electronic
device and a stationary electronic device according to
whether the electronic device is portable or not. The station-
ary electronic device may be, for example, a television, a
monitor for a desktop computer, or the like. Recently, an
interest in a technique of using a pointer displayed on a
display unit to control such mobile and stationary electronic
devices is increasing.

SUMMARY

It is, therefore, an object of the present invention to provide
an electronic device capable of determining the number of
pointers required for controlling the electronic device accord-
ing to context awareness information, and granting the
authority to control the electronic device to a plurality of
pointing means, maintaining of the authority to control the
electronic device of the plurality of pointing means, and
depriving the plurality of pointing means of the authority to
control the electronic device, according to the determined
number of pointers.

Technical subjects of the present invention are not limited
to the foregoing technical subjects and any other technical
subjects not mentioned will be clearly understood by a skilled
person in the art to which the present invention pertains from
the following description.

In order to achieve the object, there is provided an elec-
tronic device including: at least one sensing unit recognizing
a plurality of pointing means; a display unit displaying a
pointer following a movement of a pointing means having the
authority to control the electronic device among the plurality
of pointing means; and a controller obtaining context aware-
ness information related to the electronic device, determining
the number of pointers required for controlling the electronic
device according to the context awareness information, and
selecting at least one point means having the authority to
control the electronic device from among the plurality of
pointing means based on the number of required points.

In order to achieve the object, there is also provided an
electronic device including: at least one sensing unit recog-
nizing a plurality of pointing means; a display unit displaying
a pointer following a movement of a pointing means having
the authority to control the electronic device among the plu-
rality of pointing means; and a controller obtaining context
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awareness information related to the electronic device, deter-
mining the number of pointers required for controlling the
electronic device according to the context awareness infor-
mation, and selecting at least one point means having the
authority to control the electronic device from among the
plurality of pointing means based on a predetermined rule
when the number of the plurality of pointing means is greater
than the number of required pointers.

In order to achieve the object, there is also provided an
electronic device including: at least one sensing unit recog-
nizing pointing means; a display unit displaying a pointer
following a movement of a pointing means having the author-
ity to control the electronic device among the pointing means;
and a controller obtaining context awareness information
related to the electronic device, determining the number of
pointers required for controlling the electronic device accord-
ing to the context awareness information, and performing a
user interfacing operation indicating that an addition pointing
means having the authority to control the electronic device is
required when the n umber of the recognized pointing means
is smaller than the number of required pointers.

In order to achieve the object, there is also provided an
electronic device including: at least one sensing unit recog-
nizing pointing means; a display unit displaying a pointer
following a movement of a pointing means having the author-
ity to control the electronic device among the pointing means;
and a controller obtaining context awareness information
related to the electronic device and displaying a pointer cor-
responding to a first pointing means assigned to a first user
and a pointer corresponding to a second pointing means
assigned to a second user such that the pointers are discrimi-
nated from each other.

In the electronic device according to embodiments of the
present invention, the number of pointers required for con-
trolling the electronic device is determined according to
obtained context awareness information, and the authority to
control the electronic device is granted to a plurality of point-
ing means, maintained, or deprived.

Also, since pointers corresponding to pointing means
assigned to a plurality of users are differently displayed
according to obtained context awareness information to allow
users to recognize them by intuition, thereby improving user
convenience with controlling of the electronic device and
increasing the speed of user’s manipulating the electronic
device.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The above and other objects and features of the present
invention will become apparent from the following descrip-
tion of preferred embodiments given in conjunction with the
accompanying drawings, in which:

FIG. 1is a block diagram of an electronic device related to
an embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 2 is a flow chart illustrating the process of an example
of'a method for driving an electronic device according to an
embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 3 is a view showing examples of determining the
number of pointers required for controlling the electronic
device according to a type of an application being executed in
the electronic device according to an embodiment of the
present invention.

FIG. 4 is a view showing examples of determining the
number of pointers required for controlling the electronic
device according to a type of a function of an application
being executed in the electronic device according to an
embodiment of the present invention.
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FIG. 5 is a view showing examples of determining the
number of pointers required for controlling the electronic
device based a type of content output from the electronic
device according to an embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 6 is a flow chart illustrating the process of another
example of a method for driving the electronic device accord-
ing to an embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 7 is a view showing an example of determining grant-
ing the authority to control the electronic device to a plurality
of pointing means, maintaining the authority to control the
electronic device by the plurality of pointing means, and
depriving the plurality of pointing means of the authority to
control the electronic device according to the method for
driving the electronic device illustrated in FIG. 6.

FIG. 8 is a flow chart illustrating the process of another
example of a method for driving the electronic device accord-
ing to an embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 9 is a view showing providing of a user interface for
additionally selecting a pointing means to be granted the
authority to control the electronic device according to the
method for driving the electronic device illustrated in FIG. 8.

FIG. 10 is a flow chart illustrating the process of another
example of a method for driving the electronic device accord-
ing to an embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 11 is a view showing providing of a user interface for
selecting a pointing means to be deprived the authority to
control the electronic device according to the method for
driving the electronic device illustrated in FIG. 10.

FIG. 12 is a view showing that the types of pointers dis-
played on a display unit of the electronic device can be dif-
ferent according to the types of pointing means in the elec-
tronic device according to an embodiment of the present
invention.

FIG. 13 is a flow chart illustrating the process of another
example of a method for driving the electronic device accord-
ing to an embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 14 is a flow chart illustrating the process of another
example of a method for driving the electronic device accord-
ing to an embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 15 is a view showing an example of activating a
gesture user interface by a user who does not have the author-
ity to control the electronic device according to the method
for driving the electronic device illustrated in FIG. 14.

FIG. 16 is a view showing that a gesture user interface
using the user’s both hands is activated when the authority to
control the electronic device by the remote controller having
the authority to control the electronic device is limited
according to the method for driving an electronic device
illustrated in FIG. 14.

FIG. 17 is a flow chart illustrating the process of another
example of a method for driving the electronic device accord-
ing to an embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 18 is a view showing that a gesture user interface can
be activated for the user who does not have the authority to
control the electronic device according to the method for
driving the electronic device illustrated in FIG. 17.

FIG. 19 is a flow chart illustrating the process of another
example of a method for driving the electronic device accord-
ing to an embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 20 is a view showing a process of granting the author-
ity to control the electronic device to an additional pointing
means according to the method for driving the electronic
device illustrated in FIG. 19.

FIG. 21 is a view showing that an image message is dis-
played on the display unit in order to inform the user about a
substitute control method with respect to the method for
controlling the electronic device using an unrecognized
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pointing means by using the currently recognized pointing
means according to the method for driving the electronic
device illustrated in FIG. 19.

FIG. 22 is a flow chart illustrating the process of another
example of a method for driving the electronic device accord-
ing to an embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 23 is a view showing that, when gestures recognized
by different users are gestures corresponding to a particular
control request with respect to the electronic device according
to an embodiment of the present invention, a message indi-
cating that a command corresponding to the particular control
request cannot be conducted is displayed on the display unit.

FIG. 24 is a view showing the results of performing a user
interfacing operation to register a recognized gesture as a
different gesture for performing the particular control func-
tion when the gesture, which is previously determined
according to a request for performing a particular control
function and is to be recognized by a plurality of pointing
means assigned to a single user, is recognized by a plurality of
pointing means assigned to different users, in the electronic
device according to an embodiment of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
EMBODIMENTS

The present invention will now be described more fully
with reference to the accompanying drawings, in which
exemplary embodiments of the invention are shown. The
invention may, however, be embodied in many different
forms and should not be construed as being limited to the
embodiments set forth herein; rather, there embodiments are
provided so that this disclosure will be thorough and com-
plete, and will fully convey the concept of the invention to
those skilled in the art.

Hereinafter, an electronic device relating to the present
invention will be described below in more detail with refer-
ence to the accompanying drawings. In the following descrip-
tion, suffixes “module” and “unit” are given to components of
the electronic device in consideration of only facilitation of
description and do not have meanings or functions discrimi-
nated from each other.

The electronic device described in the specification can
include a cellular phone, a smart phone, a laptop computer, a
digital broadcasting terminal, personal digital assistants
(PDA), a portable multimedia player (PMP), a navigation
system and so on.

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of an implementation of an
electronic device 100. The electronic device 100 can include
a radio communication unit 110, an audio/video (A/V) input
unit 120, a user input unit 130, a sensing unit 140, an output
unit 150, a memory 160, an interface 170, a controller 180,
and a power supply 190. The components shown in FIG. 1 are
not essential parts and the number of components included in
the electronic device can be varied.

The components of the electronic device will now be
described.

The radio communication unit 110 can include at least one
module that enables radio communication between the elec-
tronic device 100 and a radio communication system or
between the electronic device 100 and a network in which the
electronic device 100 is located. For example, the radio com-
munication unit 110 can include a broadcasting receiving
module 111, a mobile communication module 112, a wireless
Internet module 113, a local area communication module 114
and a position information module 115.



US 9,164,579 B2

5

The broadcasting receiving module 111 receives broad-
casting signals and/or broadcasting related information from
an external broadcasting management server through a
broadcasting channel.

The broadcasting channel can include a satellite channel
and a terrestrial channel. The broadcasting management
server can be a server that generates and transmits broadcast-
ing signals and/or broadcasting related information or a
server that receives previously created broadcasting signals
and/or broadcasting related information and transmits the
broadcasting signals and/or broadcasting related information
to a terminal. The broadcasting signals can include not only
TV broadcasting signals, radio broadcasting signals and data
broadcasting signals but also signals in the form of combina-
tion of a TV broadcasting signal and a radio broadcasting
signal.

The broadcasting related information can be information
on a broadcasting channel, a broadcasting program or a
broadcasting service provider. The broadcasting related
information can be provided even through a mobile commu-
nication network. In this case, the broadcasting related infor-
mation can be received by the mobile communication module
112.

The broadcasting related information can exist in various
forms. For example, the broadcasting related information can
exist in the form of electronic program guide (EPG) of digital
multimedia broadcasting (DMB) or in the form of electronic
service guide (ESG) of digital video broadcast-handheld
(DVB-H).

The broadcasting receiving module 111 receives broad-
casting signals using various broadcasting systems. Particu-
larly, the broadcasting receiving module 111 can receive digi-
tal broadcasting signals using digital broadcasting systems
such as digital multimedia broadcasting-terrestrial (DMB-T),
digital multimedia broadcasting-satellite (DMB-S), media
forward link only (MediaFL.O), DVB-H and integrated ser-
vices digital broadcast-terrestrial (ISDB-T) systems. The
broadcasting receiving module 111 can be constructed to be
suited to broadcasting systems providing broadcasting sig-
nals other than the above-described digital broadcasting sys-
tems.

The broadcasting signals and/or broadcasting related infor-
mation received through the broadcasting receiving module
111 can be stored in the memory 160. The mobile communi-
cationmodule 112 transmits/receives a radio signal to/from at
least one of'a base station, an external terminal and a server on
a mobile communication network. The radio signal can
include a voice call signal, a video telephony call signal or
data in various forms according to transmission and receiving
of text/multimedia messages.

The wireless Internet module 113 means a module for
wireless Internet access and can be included in the electronic
device 100 or externally attached to the electronic device 100.
Wireless LAN (WLAN) (Wi-Fi), wireless broadband
(Wibro), world interoperability for microwave access
(Wimax), high speed downlink packet access (HSDPA) and
so on can be used as a wireless Internet technique.

The local area communication module 114 means a mod-
ule for local area communication. Bluetooth, radio frequency
identification (RFID), infrared data association (IrDA), ultra
wideband (UWB) and ZigBee can be used as a local area
communication technique.

The position information module 115 confirms or obtains
the position of the electronic device. A global positioning
system (GPS) module is a representative example of the posi-
tion information module 115. According to the current tech-
nology, the GPS module 115 can calculate information on
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distances between one point (object) and at least three satel-
lites and information on the time when the distance informa-
tion is measured and apply trigonometry to the obtained dis-
tance information to obtain three-dimensional position
information on the point (object) according to latitude, lon-
gitude and altitude at a predetermined time.

Furthermore, a method of calculating position and time
information using three satellites and correcting the calcu-
lated position and time information using another satellite is
also used. In addition, the GPS module 115 continuously
calculates the current position in real time and calculates
velocity information using the position information.

Referring to FIG. 1, the A/V input unit 120 is used to input
anaudio signal or a video signal and can include a camera 121
and a microphone 122. The camera 121 processes image
frames of still images or moving images obtained by an image
sensor in a video telephony mode or a photographing mode.
The processed image frames can be displayed on a display
unit 151.

The image frames processed by the camera 121 can be
stored in the memory 160 or transmitted to an external device
through the radio communication unit 110. The electronic
device 100 can include at least two cameras according to
constitution of the terminal.

The microphone 122 receives an external audio signal in a
call mode, a recording mode or a speed recognition mode and
processes the received audio signal into electric audio data.
The audio data can be converted into a form that can be
transmitted to a mobile communication base station through
the mobile communication module 112 and output in the call
mode. The microphone 122 can employ various noise
removal algorithms for removing noise generated when the
external audio signal is received.

The user input unit 130 receives input data for controlling
the operation of the terminal from a user. The user input unit
130 can include a keypad, a dome switch, a touch pad (con-
stant voltage/capacitance), jog wheel, jog switch and so on.

The sensing unit 140 senses the current state of the elec-
tronic device 100, such as open/close state of the electronic
device 100, the position of the electronic device 100, whether
a user touches the electronic device 100, the direction of the
electronic device 100 and acceleration/deceleration of the
electronic device 100 and generates a sensing signal for con-
trolling the operation of the electronic device 100. For
example, the sensing unit 140 can sense whether a slide phone
is opened or closed when the electronic device 100 is the slide
phone. Furthermore, the sensing unit 140 can sense whether
the power supply 190 supplies power and whether the inter-
face 170 is connected to an external device. The sensing unit
140 can include a proximity sensor.

The output unit 150 generates visual, auditory or tactile
output and can include the display unit 151, an audio output
module 152, an alarm module 153 and a haptic module 154.

The display unit 151 displays information processed by the
electronic device 100. For example, the display unit 151
displays Ul or graphic user interface (GUI) related to a tele-
phone call when the electronic device is in the call mode. The
display unit 151 displays a captured or/and received image,
UI or GUI when the electronic device 100 is in the video
telephony mode or the photographing mode.

The display unit 151 can include at least one of a liquid
crystal display, a thin film transistor liquid crystal display, an
organic light-emitting diode display, a flexible display and a
three-dimensional display.

Some of these displays can be of a transparent type or a
light transmission type. This can be referred to as a transpar-
ent display. The transparent display includes a transparent
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liquid crystal display. The rear structure of the display unit
151 can also be of the light transmission type. According to
this structure, a user can see an object located behind the body
of'the electronic device 100 through an area of the body of the
electronic device 100, which is occupied by the display unit
151.

The electronic device 100 can include at least two display
units 151 according to constitution of the terminal. For
example, the electronic device 100 can include a plurality of
displays that are arranged on a single face at a predetermined
distance or integrated. Otherwise, the plurality of displays
can be arranged on different sides.

In the case where the display unit 151 and a sensor sensing
touch (referred to as a touch sensor hereinafter) form a lay-
ered structure, which is referred to as a touch screen herein-
after, the display unit 151 can be used as an input device in
addition to an output device. The touch sensor can be in the
form of a touch film, a touch sheet and a touch pad, for
example.

The touch sensor can be constructed such that it converts a
variation in pressure applied to a specific portion of the dis-
play unit 151 or a variation in capacitance generated at a
specific portion of the display unit 151 into an electric input
signal. The touch sensor can be constructed such that it can
sense pressure of touch as well as the position and area of
touch.

When touch input is applied to the touch sensor, a signal
corresponding to the touch input is transmitted to a touch
controller. The touch controller processes the signal and
transmits data corresponding to the processed signal to the
controller 180. Accordingly, the controller 180 can detect a
touched portion of the display 151.

Referring to FIG. 1, the proximity sensor 141 can be
located in an internal region of the electronic device, sur-
rounded by the touch screen, or near the touch screen. The
proximity sensor senses an object approaching a predeter-
mined sensing face or an object located near the proximity
sensor using electromagnetic force or infrared rays without
having mechanical contact. The proximity sensor has lifetime
longer than that of a contact sensor and has wide application.

The proximity sensor includes a transmission type photo-
electric sensor, a direct reflection type photo-electric sensor, a
mirror reflection type photo-electric sensor, a high-frequency
oscillating proximity sensor, a capacitive proximity sensor, a
magnetic proximity sensor, an infrared proximity sensor, etc.

A capacitive touch screen is constructed such that proxim-
ity of a pointer is detected through a variation in an electric
field according to the proximity of the pointer. In this case, the
touch screen (touch sensor) can be classified as a proximity
sensor.

For convenience of explanation, an action of approaching
the pointer to the touch screen while the pointer it not being in
contact with the touch screen such that location of the pointer
on the touch screen is recognized is referred to as “proximity
touch” and an action of bring the pointer into contact with the
touch screen is referred to as “contact touch” in the following
description. A proximity touch point of the pointer on the
touch screen means a point of the touch screen to which the
pointer corresponds perpendicularly to the touch screen when
the pointer proximity-touches the touch screen.

The proximity sensor senses proximity touch and a prox-
imity touch pattern (for example, a proximity touch distance,
a proximity touch direction, a proximity touch velocity, a
proximity touch time, a proximity touch position, a proximity
touch moving state, etc.). Information corresponding to the
sensed proximity touch action and proximity touch pattern
can be displayed on the touch screen.
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The audio output module 152 can output audio data
received from the radio communication unit 110 or stored in
the memory 160 in a call signal receiving mode, a telephone
call mode or a recording mode, a speech recognition mode
and a broadcasting receiving mode. The audio output module
152 outputs audio signals related to functions (for example, a
call signal incoming tone, a message incoming tone, etc.)
performed in the electronic device 100. The audio output
module 152 can include a receiver, a speaker, a buzzer, etc.

The alarm module 153 outputs a signal for indicating gen-
eration of an event of the electronic device 100. Examples of
events generated in the electronic device include receiving of
a call signal, receiving of a message, input of a key signal,
input of touch, etc. The alarm module 153 can output signals
in forms different from video signals or audio signals, for
example, a signal for indicating generation of an event
through vibration. The video signals or the audio signals can
be also output through the display unit 151 or the audio output
module 152.

The haptic module 154 generates various haptic effects that
the user can feel. A representative example of the haptic
effects is vibration. The intensity and pattern of vibration
generated by the haptic module 154 can be controlled. For
example, different vibrations can be combined and output or
sequentially output.

The haptic module 154 can generate a variety of haptic
effects including an effect of stimulus according to arrange-
ment of pins vertically moving for a contact skin face, an
effect of stimulus according to jet force or sucking force of air
through a jet hole or a sucking hole, an effect of stimulus
rubbing the skin, an effect of stimulus according to contact of
an electrode, an effect of stimulus using electrostatic force
and an effect according to reproduction of cold and warmth
using an element capable of absorbing or radiating heat in
addition to vibrations.

The haptic module 154 can not only transmit haptic effects
through direct contact but also allow the user to feel haptic
effects through kinesthetic sense of his fingers or arms. The
electronic device 100 can include at least two haptic modules
154 according to constitution of the electronic device.

The memory 160 can store a program for the operation of
the controller 180 and temporarily store input/output data (for
example, phone book, messages, still images, moving
images, etc.). The memory 160 can store data about vibra-
tions and sounds in various patterns, which are output from
when a touch input is applied to the touch screen.

The memory 160 can include at least one of a flash
memory, a hard disk type memory, a multimedia card micro
type memory, a card type memory (for example, SD or XD
memory), a random access memory (RAM), a static RAM
(SRAM), a read-only memory (ROM), an electrically eras-
able programmable ROM (EEPROM), a programmable
ROM (PROM) magnetic memory, a magnetic disk and an
optical disk. The electronic device 100 can operate in relation
to a web storage performing the storing function of the
memory 160 on the Internet.

The interface 170 serves as a path to all external devices
connected to the electronic device 100. The interface 170
receives data from the external devices or power and trans-
mits the data or power to the internal components of the
electronic device 100 or transmits data of the electronic
device 100 to the external devices.

The interface 170 can include a wired/wireless headset
port, an external charger port, a wired/wireless data port, a
memory card port, a port for connecting a device having a
user identification module, an audio I/O port, a video I/O port,
an earphone port, etc., for example.
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An identification module is a chip that stores information
for authenticating the authority to use the electronic device
100 and can include a user identify module (UIM), a sub-
scriber identify module (SIM) and a universal subscriber
identify module (USIM). A device (referred to as an identifi-
cation device hereinafter) including the identification module
can be manufactured in the form of a smart card. Accordingly,
the identification device can be connected to the electronic
device 100 through a card slot included in the interface 170.

The configuration of the electronic device 100 according to
an embodiment of the present invention has been described
with reference to FIG. 1. Hereinafter, a method for driving the
electronic device 100 using pointing means implemented in
the electronic device 100 according to an embodiment of the
present invention will be described in detail with reference to
FIGS. 2 to 24.

FIG. 2 is a flow chart illustrating the process of an example
of'a method for driving an electronic device according to an
embodiment of the present invention. The driving method
will be described with reference to required drawings.

First, the electronic device 100 recognizes a plurality of
pointing means by using at least one sensing unit (S100).
When the authority to control the electronic device 100 is
granted to a particular recognized pointing means, the con-
troller 180 of the electronic device 100 may display a pointer
which follows a movement of the particular pointing means
and can be used for controlling the electronic device 100, on
the display unit 151.

The pointing means with respect to the electronic device
100 may include a remote controller of the electronic device
100, a mobile terminal including an application for control-
ling the electronic device 100, a mouse, a predetermined
particular body part of the user, and the like. However, the
scope of the present invention is not limited thereto.

The sensing unit may include a wired/wireless communi-
cation module for receiving a signal transmitted from the
remote controller, the mobile terminal, or the like, a wired/
wireless communication module for receiving a signal trans-
mitted from the mouse, a camera for capturing an image of a
motion of the particular body part of the user, and the like.
However, the sensing unit with respect to the electronic
device 100 according to an embodiment of the present inven-
tion is not limited to the foregoing examples.

In the state in which the plurality of pointing means are
recognized, the controller 180 obtains context awareness
information related to the electronic device 100 (S110), and
determines the number of pointers required for controlling
the electronic device 100 based on the obtained context
awareness information (S120).

Here, the context awareness information may include
information regarding a function executed in the electronic
device 100, information regarding a system situation of the
electronic device 100, information regarding a relationship
between the electronic device 100 and a different electronic
device, information regarding an interaction between the
electronic device 100 and the user.

For example, among the context awareness information,
the information related to the function related to the function
being executed in the electronic device 100 may include
information regarding an operational state of an application
being executed in the electronic device 100, information
regarding content being output from the electronic device
100, or the like. The information regarding the interaction
between the electronic device 100 and the user may include
information regarding a present condition of the user of the
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electronic device 100, information regarding a control
manipulation of the electronic device 100 by the user, and the
like.

When the number of pointers required for controlling the
electronic device 100 is determined, the controller 180 selects
at least one pointing means having the authority to control the
electronic device 100 from among the plurality of recognized
pointing means (S130). Here, a reference for the controller
180 to select the pointing means having the authority to
control the electronic device 100 from among the plurality of
pointing means may be determined according to predeter-
mined priority levels or according to order in which the point-
ing means are recognized.

Thereafter, the controller 180 displays a pointer that fol-
lows the movement of the pointing means having the author-
ity to control the electronic device 100 on the display unit
(S140). Then, the user may perform various control functions
through the pointer by using the pointing means.

Hereinafter, examples of determining the number of point-
ers required for controlling the electronic device 100 will be
described in detail with reference to FIGS. 3 to 5.

FIG. 3 is a view showing examples of determining the
number of pointers required for controlling the electronic
device 100 according to a type of an application being
executed in the electronic device according to an embodiment
of the present invention.

InFIG. 3(a), when an application executed in the electronic
device 100 is a driving application of the electronic device
100 basically mounted in the electronic device 100, the con-
troller 180 may determine that the number of pointers
required for controlling the electronic device 10 is 1. Namely,
in FIG. 3(a), the authority for control the electronic device
100 is granted to a remote controller 200 of the electronic
device 100, and the user may control the electronic device 100
by using a pointer 151 A corresponding to the remote control-
ler 200 displayed on the display unit 151 of the electronic
device 100.

InFIG. 3(b), when an application executed in the electronic
device 100 is a word processor application, the controller 180
may determine that the number of pointers required for con-
trolling the electronic device 10 is 2. Namely, in FIG. 3(5), the
authority to control the electronic device 100 is granted to
both of user’s hands, pointers 151 A and 151B corresponding
to the both of user’s hands are displayed on the display unit
151, and the user may perform word processing by selecting
keys of a virtual keyboard displayed on the display unit 151
with both of his hands.

InFIG. 3(c), when an application executed in the electronic
device 100 is an image view application, the controller 180
may determine that the number of pointers required for con-
trolling the electronic device 100 is 2. Namely, in FIG. 3(¢),
the authority to control the electronic device 100 is granted to
both of user’s hands, pointers 151 A and 151B corresponding
to both of user’s hands are displayed on the display unit 151,
and the user may magnify or reduce an opened image or edit
it with both of his hands.

FIG. 4 is a view showing examples of determining the
number of pointers required for controlling the electronic
device 100 according to a type of a function of an application
being executed in the electronic device according to an
embodiment of the present invention.

With reference to FIG. 4(a), it is noted that, before a par-
ticular image file is open in a state in which an image view
application is executed on the electronic device 100, the num-
ber of pointers required for controlling the electronic device
100 is 1 and only one pointer 151 A is displayed on the display
unit 151 of the electronic device 100.
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However, with reference to FIG. 4(5) in which a particular
image file is open in the image view application, itis noted the
number of pointers required for controlling the electronic
device 100 is 2 and two pointers 151 A and 151B are displayed
on the display unit 151.

These examples can be similarly applicable to a case in
which the number of pointers required for controlling the
electronic device 100 before or after opening a document file
in a word processor application being executed is required to
be increased.

Conversely, even in case in which an application being
executed in the electronic device 100 is an application that
requires a plurality of pointers, when an environment con-
figuration function of the application being executed is
executed, the number of the pointers required for controlling
the electronic device 100 may be reduced. The reason is
because, in case of configuring an environment of the elec-
tronic device 100, although only one pointer is used, it is
highly likely that there is not much inconvenience in estab-
lishing a user environment.

FIG. 5 is a view showing examples of determining the
number of pointers required for controlling the electronic
device 100 based a type of content output from the electronic
device 100 according to an embodiment of the present inven-
tion.

FIG. 5(a) illustrates that when content output on the elec-
tronic device 100 is a still image, the controller 180 of the
electronic device 100 determines that the number of pointers
required for controlling the electronic device 100 is 2. Then,
two pointers 151 A and 151B are displayed on the display unit
151 of the electronic device 100, and the user may perform a
function of magnifying, reducing, editing the still image by
using the two pointers 151A and 151B. Here, the two pointers
151A and 151B are displayed to follow both of the user’s
hands granted the authority to control the electronic device
100. Namely, the electronic device 100 may recognize a
user’s gesture and control the operation of the electronic
device 100 based on the recognized user’s gesture.

FIG. 5(b) illustrates that when content output on the elec-
tronic device 100 is a video, the controller 180 of the elec-
tronic device 100 determines that the number of pointers
required for controlling the electronic device 100 is 1. Then,
one pointer 151A is displayed on the display unit 151, and the
user may reproduce and stop the video or adjust a sound
volume by using the one pointer 151A. Here, the one pointer
151A may be displayed to follow a movement of the remote
controller granted the authority to control the electronic
device 100.

FIG. 6 is a flow chart illustrating the process of another
example of a method for driving the electronic device accord-
ing to an embodiment of the present invention. The driving
method will be described with reference to required draw-
ings.

The controller 180 of the electronic device 100 obtains
context awareness information related to the electronic
device 100, and determines the number of pointers required
for controlling the electronic device 100 based on the
obtained context awareness information (S200). And then,
the electronic device 100 recognizes a plurality of pointing
means that can be used for controlling the electronic device
100 by using at least one sensing unit (S210).

Thereafter, the controller 180 determines whether to grant
the authority to control the electronic device 100 to the plu-
rality of recognized pointing means, whether to maintain the
authority to control the electronic device 100 by the plurality
of recognized pointing means, and whether to deprive the
plurality of recognized pointing means of the authority to
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control the electronic device 100 according to predetermined
priority levels (S220). For example, the controller 180 may
grant the authority to control the electronic device 100 to
pointing means by a required number of pointers, among the
plurality of pointing means, and deprive the other remaining
pointing members of the authority to control the electronic
device 100, according to predetermined priority levels.

Subsequently, the controller 180 displays a pointer that
follows a movement of the pointing means having the author-
ity to control the by a required number of pointers on the
display unit 151 of the by a required number of pointers
(S230). Then, the user can control the by a required number of
pointers by using the pointer.

FIG. 7 is a view showing an example of determining grant-
ing the authority to control the electronic device 100 to a
plurality of pointing means, maintaining the authority to con-
trol the electronic device 100 by the plurality of pointing
means, and depriving the plurality of pointing means of the
authority to control the electronic device according to the
method for driving the electronic device 100 illustrated in
FIG. 6.

With reference to FIG. 8, it is noted that the electronic
device 100 is a TV, and pointing means such as a first remote
controller 200, a second remote controller 210, both hands
301 and 302 of a first user 300, both hands 311 and 312 of a
second user 310, or the like, are recognized by a sensing unit
of the TV 100. Here, the first and second remote controllers
200 and 210 can be recognized by a particular wireless com-
munication module included in the TV 100, and both hands
301 and 302 of the first user 300 and both hands 311 and 312
of'the second user 310 may be recognized by the camera 121.

In FIG. 7, it is assumed that the predetermined priority
levels are the first remote controller 200, the second remote
controller 210, both hands 301 and 302 of the first user 300,
and both hands 311 and 312 of the second user 310 in order.
When the number of pointers required for controlling the TV
100 is 1, the controller 180 may grant the authority to control
the TV 100 only to the first remote controller 200 or maintain
the authority to control the TV 100 which has been granted to
the first remote controller 200, and deprive the other pointing
means, than the first remote controller 200, of the authority to
control the TV 100. Here, only one pointer that follows a
movement of the first remote controller 200 is displayed on
the display unit 151 of the TV 100.

The predetermined priority levels of the pointing means in
the TV 100 according to an embodiment of the present inven-
tion may differ according to an application executed in the TV
100. For example, when the application executed in the TV
100 is a two-player game requiring users’ both hands, both
hands 301 and 302 of the first user 300 and both hands 311 and
312 of the second user 310 may have higher levels than those
of the first and second remote controllers 200 and 210.

FIG. 8 is a flow chart illustrating the process of another
example of a method for driving the electronic device 100
according to an embodiment of the present invention. The
driving method will now be described with reference to
required drawings.

First, in a state in which a plurality of pointing means are
recognized, the controller 180 of the electronic device 100
determines the number of pointers required for controlling
the electronic device 100 (S300).

If the number of pointers required for controlling the elec-
tronic device 100 has been increased (S310), the controller
180 may display a user interface for selecting a pointing
means for additionally obtaining the authority to control the
electronic device 100, on the display unit 151 of the electronic
device 100 (S320).
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When the user selects a particular pointing means through
the user interface displayed on the display unit 151, the con-
troller 180 may grant the authority to control the electronic
device 100 to the pointing means which has been selected by
the user (S330) and additionally display a pointer correspond-
ing to the selected pointing means on the display unit 151
(S340).

FIG. 9 is a view showing providing of a user interface for
additionally selecting a pointing means to be granted the
authority to control the electronic device 100 according to the
method for driving the electronic device illustrated in FIG. 8.

With reference to FI1G. 9, pointing means recognized by the
electronic device 100 are the first remote controller 200, the
second remote controller 210, and both hands 301 and 302 of
the user 300, the authority to control the electronic device 100
is currently granted only to the first remote controller 200, and
only a pointer corresponding to the first remote controller 200
is displayed on the display unit 151 of the electronic device
100. In the state illustrated in FIG. 9, it is noted that the user
additionally selects a pointing means to have the authority to
control the electronic device 100 by using the pointer 151A.

FIG. 10 is a flow chart illustrating the process of another
example of a method for driving the electronic device 100
according to an embodiment of the present invention. The
driving method will now be described with reference to
required drawings.

First, in a state in which a plurality of pointing means are
recognized, the controller 180 of the electronic device 100
determines the number of pointers required for controlling
the electronic device 100 based on obtained context aware-
ness information (S400).

If the number of pointers required for controlling the elec-
tronic device 100 has been reduced (S410), the controller 180
may display a user interface for selecting a pointing means to
be deprived of the authority to control the electronic device
100 on the display unit 151 of the electronic device 100
(S420).

When the user selects a particular pointing means through
the user interface displayed on the display unit 151, the con-
troller 180 deprives the pointing means selected by the user of
the authority to control the electronic device 100 (S430) and
terminates displaying of the pointer corresponding to the
selected pointing means on the display unit 151 (S440).

FIG. 11 is a view showing providing of a user interface for
selecting a pointing means to be deprived the authority to
control the electronic device according to the method for
driving the electronic device 100 illustrated in FIG. 10.

With reference to FIG. 11, it is noted that pointing means
recognized by the electronic device 100 include a remote
controller, both hands of the first user, and both hands of the
second user, and a pointing means to be deprived of the
authority to control the electronic device 100 can be selected
from among the recognized pointing means.

FIG. 12 is a view showing that the types of pointers dis-
played on a display unit of the electronic device can be dif-
ferent according to the types of pointing means in the elec-
tronic device 100 according to an embodiment of the present
invention.

FIG. 12(a) shows a pointer having a shape of a general
arrow displayed on the electronic device 100 according to an
embodiment of the present invention. FIG. 12(b) shows a
pointer having a shape ofa person’s lefthand displayed on the
display unit 151 when the pointing means is a user’s left hand.
FIG. 12(c) shows a pointer having a shape of a person’s right
hand displayed on the display unit 151 when the pointing
means is a user’s right hand. FIG. 12(d) shows a pointer
having a shape of a remote controller displayed on the display
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unit 151. FIG. 12(e) is a pointer having a shape of a smart-
phone displayed on the display unit 151 when the pointing
means is a smartphone.

As described with reference to FIG. 12, when the shape of
the pointer displayed on the display unit 151 is changed
according to types of pointing means, the pointing means
granted the authority to control the electronic device 100 can
be recognized by intuition.

FIG. 13 is a flow chart illustrating the process of another
example of a method for driving the electronic device 100
according to an embodiment of the present invention. The
method for driving the electronic device 100 will now be
described with reference to required drawings.

First, the electronic device 100 recognizes a plurality of
pointing means by using at least one sensing unit (S500),
obtains context awareness information related to the elec-
tronic device 100 (S510), and determines the number of
pointers required for controlling the electronic device 100
based on the obtained context awareness information (S520).

When the number of the recognized pointing means is
greater than the number of pointers required for controlling
the electronic device 100 (S530), the controller 180 of the
electronic device 100 selects at least one pointing means
having the authority to control the electronic device 100
based on a predetermined rule (S540) and displays a pointer
corresponding to the at least one selected pointing means on
the display unit 151 of the electronic device 100. Then, the
user can control the electronic device 100 by using the
pointer.

Here, the predetermined rule may be granting the authority
to control the electronic device 100 to the pointing means as
many as the required pointers according to order recognized
by the at least one sensing unit. Also, the predetermined rule
may be granting the authority to control the electronic device
100 to the pointing means as many as the required pointers
according to predetermined priority levels.

The granting of the authority to control the electronic
device 100 to pointing means has been described, and main-
taining of the authority to control the electronic device 100,
which has been already granted to pointing means or depriv-
ing of the authority to control the electronic device 100 may
also follow the foregoing predetermined rule. Also, the pre-
determined rule may vary according to types of applications
executed in the depriving of the authority to control the elec-
tronic device 100.

FIG. 14 is a flow chart illustrating the process of another
example of a method for driving the electronic device 100
according to an embodiment of the present invention. The
method for driving the electronic device 100 will now be
described with reference to required drawings.

First, a plurality of pointing means are recognized (S600),
and then, the authority to control the electronic device 100 is
granted to at least one of the plurality of pointing means
(8610).

In this state, when it is recognized that the pointing means
having the authority to control the electronic device 100 aban-
dons the authority to control the electronic device 100 (S620),
the controller 180 grants the authority to control the elec-
tronic device 100 to a different pointing means according to a
predetermined rule (S630).

Here, the abandoning of the authority to control the elec-
tronic device 100 electronic device 100 by the pointing means
may include recognizing of a user’s gesture of abandoning
the authority to control the electronic device 100 in a state in
which a gesture user interface is activated, limiting of the
authority to control the electronic device 100 of particular
pointing means, and the like. Here, also, the different pointing
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means is pointing means which has been recognized by the
electronic device 100 but has not been selected as pointing
means having the authority to control the electronic device
100.

FIG. 15 is a view showing an example of activating a
gesture user interface by the user 310 who does not have the
authority to control the electronic device according to the
method for driving the electronic device 100 illustrated in
FIG. 14.

With reference to FIG. 15(a), when the first user 300 hav-
ing the authority to control the electronic device 100 by using
a gesture makes a gesture of putting both ofhis hands 301 and
302 down to abandon the authority to control, a message
indicating that the first user 300 has abandoned the authority
to control the electronic device 100 is displayed on the display
unit 151.

With reference to FIG. 15(b), when abandoning of the
authority to control the electronic device 100 by the first user
300 is recognized, a message indicating that the authority to
control the electronic device 100 is granted to both of the
hands of the second user 310 is displayed.

FIG. 16 is a view showing that a gesture user interface
using the user’s both hands is activated when the authority to
control the electronic device 100 by the remote controller 200
having the authority to control the electronic device 100 is
limited according to the method for driving an electronic
device illustrated in FIG. 14.

With reference to FIG. 16(a), it is noted that a message for
limiting controlling the electronic device 100 by the remote
controller 200 is displayed on the display unit 151. The user
selects an agreement button. Here, the pointer 151A dis-
played on the display unit 151 may correspond to the remote
controller 200.

Then, as shown in FIG. 16(5), the controller 180 of the
electronic device 100 limits the authority to control the elec-
tronic device 100 by the remote controller 200 and grants the
authority to control the electronic device 100 to both hands
301 and 302 of the user 300, thereby activating the gesture
user interface by the user 300. Here, in FIG. 16(5), the point-
ers 151A and 151B displayed on the display unit 151 may
correspond to both hands 301 and 302 of the user 300.

FIG. 17 is a flow chart illustrating the process of another
example of a method for driving the electronic device 100
according to an embodiment of the present invention. The
method for driving the electronic device 100 will now be
described with reference to required drawings.

First, a plurality of pointing means are recognized by the
electronic device 100 (S600), and then, the authority to con-
trol the electronic device 100 is granted to some of the plu-
rality of pointing means (S700). However, a control request is
received from pointing means, to which the authority to con-
trol the electronic device 100 has not been granted, among the
plurality of pointing means (S710). Here, the control request
by the pointing means to which the authority to control the
electronic device 100 has not been granted may include a
control request based on a manipulation of the remote con-
troller set such that its function is limited when a user, who
does not have the authority to control the electronic device
100 including the gesture user interface function, makes a
particular gesture, and the like.

Then, the controller 180 of the electronic device 180 per-
forms a user interfacing operation indicating that a command
corresponding to the control request is not conducted (S720)
and then performs a user interfacing operation for addition-
ally granting the authority to control the electronic device 100
to pointing means used for the control request (S730). Here,
the user interfacing operation may include outputting a voice
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or image message, outputting an alarm sound, and the like.
However, the scope of the present invention is not limited
thereto.

FIG. 18 is a view showing that a gesture user interface can
be activated for the user 300 who does not have the authority
to control the electronic device 100 according to the method
for driving the electronic device 100 illustrated in FIG. 17.

In FIG. 18, the authority to control the electronic device
100 is granted only to the remote controller 200, but not to the
user 300. With reference to FIG. 18(a), it is noted that when
the user 300 makes a gesture of opening both hands 301 and
302 which corresponds to magnification of a screen, the con-
troller 180 of the electronic device 100 displays a message
indicating that the command for magnifying the screen
according to the gesture cannot be performed on the display
unit 151.

With reference to FIG. 18(5), it is noted that the controller
180 additionally grants the authority to control the electronic
device 100 to both hands 301 and 302 of the user 300 to
display a message for activating the gesture user interface by
the user terminal 200 on the display unit 151.

FIG. 19 is a flow chart illustrating the process of another
example of a method for driving the electronic device 100
according to an embodiment of the present invention. The
method for driving the electronic device 100 will now be
described with reference to required drawings.

First, the electronic device 100 recognizes pointing means
around the electronic device 100 by using at least one sensing
unit, and determines the number of pointing means required
for controlling the electronic device 100 based on obtained
context awareness information related to the electronic
device 100 (S800).

If the number of the recognized pointing means is smaller
than the number of pointers required for controlling the elec-
tronic device 100 (S810), the controller 180 of the electronic
device 100 performs a user interfacing operation indicating
that an additional pointing means is required (S820). Here,
the user interfacing operation may include outputting a voice
or image message, outputting an alarm sound, and the like.
However, the scope of the present invention is not limited
thereto.

FIG. 20 is a view showing a process of granting the author-
ity to control the electronic device 100 to an additional point-
ing means according to the method for driving the electronic
device illustrated in FIG. 19.

With reference to FIG. 20(a), a boxing game using the
gesture user interface using two remote controllers 200 and
210 is executed. Here, when only one remote controller 200 is
recognized, the controller 180 of the electronic device 100
controls the display unit 151 to display an image message
indicating that the other remaining remote controller 210 is
not recognized.

Namely, the electronic device 100 according to an embodi-
ment of the present invention performs the user interfacing
operation in order to indicate that the other remaining remote
controller 210 is additionally required according to the
obtained context information. Although not shown in FIG.
20(a), the electronic device 100 may output a voice message
indicating that the other remaining remote controller 210 is
required.

With reference to FIG. 20(b), the controller 180 controls
the display unit 151 to display an image message indicating
that a movement of the other remaining unrecognized remote
controller 210 is substituted by a motion of the hand not
holding the recognized remote controller 200 based on the
obtained context awareness information. Namely, when the
predetermined pointing means is not recognized, the elec-
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tronic device 100 according to an embodiment of the present
invention may substitute the predetermined pointing means
with other pointing means according to the obtained context
awareness information.

FIG. 21 is a view showing that an image message is dis-
played on the display unit 151 in order to inform the user
about a substitute control method with respect to the method
for controlling the electronic device 100 using an unrecog-
nized pointing means by using the currently recognized
pointing means according to the method for driving the elec-
tronic device 100 illustrated in FIG. 19. Although not shown
in FIG. 21, the controller 180 of the electronic device 100 may
provide a voice message corresponding to the image message
to the user. Also, the controller 180 may omit the user inter-
facing operation to inform the user about the foregoing sub-
stituting method and immediately activate the substation con-
trol method.

FIG. 22 is a flow chart illustrating the process of another
example of a method for driving the electronic device 100
according to an embodiment of the present invention. The
method for driving the electronic device 100 will now be
described with reference to required drawings.

First, the electronic device 100 recognizes pointing means
around the electronic device 100 by using at least one sensing
unit, and determines the number of pointing means required
for controlling the electronic device 100 based on obtained
context awareness information (S900).

Next, the controller of the electronic device 100 assigns
first pointing means to the first user and second pointing
means to the second user (S910). As mentioned above, the
pointing means assigned to the user may be a body part of the
user, a remote controller for controlling the electronic device
100 held (grasped) by the user, a smartphone executing a
remote controller application with respect to the electronic
device 100 by the user, or the like. However, the scope of the
present invention is not limited thereto. Also, the pointing
means assigned to the users have the authority to control the
electronic device 100.

Pointers corresponding to the first and second pointing
means assigned to the first and second users, respectively, are
displayed on the display unit 151 of the electronic device 100
such that they are discriminated from each other (S920).
Then, the first and second users can recognize the pointers
corresponding to the pointing means assigned to the first and
second users themselves by intuition. The method of dis-
criminately displaying the pointers corresponding to the first
and second pointing means may include a method of display-
ing the first and second pointers in different forms, colors,
sizes, or the like, but the scope of the present invention is not
limited thereto.

FIG. 23 is a view showing that, when gestures recognized
by different users are gestures corresponding to a particular
control request with respect to the electronic device 100
according to an embodiment of the present invention, a mes-
sage indicating that a command corresponding to the particu-
lar control request cannot be conducted is displayed on the
display unit 151.

In FIG. 23, it is assumed that the authority to control the
electronic device 100 is granted to the right hand 302 of the
first user 300 and the left hand 311 of the second user 310, and
a gesture for magnifying the screen must be recognized by
pointing means assigned to one user.

With reference to FIG. 23(a), the first point 151A corre-
sponding to the right hand of the first user 300 and the second
pointer 151B corresponding to the left hand 311 of the second
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user 310 are displayed on the display unit 151 of the elec-
tronic device 100, and it is noted that the colors of the pointers
are different.

Also, in FIG. 23(a), the gestures of the first and second
users 300 and 310 make a gesture to increase the distance
between both hands, i.e., a gesture previously determined to
magnify the screen. Then, as shown in FIG. 23(b), the con-
troller 180 of the electronic device 100 outputs a message
indicating that the screen magnification cannot be conducted
by the gesture to the display unit 151.

Namely, when the gesture corresponding to a control
request previously determined to be performed by a plurality
of'pointing means corresponding to one user is recognized by
a plurality of pointing means assigned to different users, the
electronic device 100 may perform a user interfacing opera-
tion to indicate that the command corresponding to the ges-
ture is not conducted. Such a user interfacing operation may
be outputting of an image message as shown in FIG. 23(5),
outputting of a voice message, or outputting of an alarm
sound.

FIG. 24 is a view showing the results of performing a user
interfacing operation to register a recognized gesture as a
different gesture for performing the particular control func-
tion when the gesture, which is previously determined
according to a request for performing a particular control
function and is to be recognized by a plurality of pointing
means assigned to a single user, is recognized by a plurality of
pointing means assigned to different users, in the electronic
device 100 according to an embodiment of the present inven-
tion.

With reference to FIG. 24, a message for registering the
gesture made by the first and second users 300 and 310 in FIG.
23, as a new gesture for magnifying the screen, is displayed
on the display unit 151. As discussed above, the controller
180 may inform the user that the gesture has been registered
as a new gesture for magnifying the screen through a voice
message output, a predetermined particular sound output, or
the like, besides the message output through the display unit
151.

Unlike the case illustrated in FIG. 24, the controller 180 of
the electronic device 100 may set the gesture made by the first
and second users as a new gesture for magnifying a screen
image without performing such a user interfacing process as
shown in FI1G. 24. Here, the controller 180 may perform a user
interfacing operation indicating that the gesture has been set
as a new gesture for magnification.

The respective driving methods of the electronic device
100 according to embodiments as described above may be
implemented in the form of programs which can be executed
by various computer means, and recorded on a computer-
readable medium. The computer-readable medium may
include program commands, data files, data structures, alone,
or a combination thereof. Programs recorded on the medium
may be particularly designed and structured for the present
invention or available to those skilled in computer software.

Examples of the computer-readable recording medium
include hardware devices, particularly configured to store and
perform program commands, such as, magnetic media, such
as a hard disk, a floppy disk, and a magnetic tape; optical
media, such as a compact disk-read only memory (CD-ROM)
and a digital versatile disc (DVD). magneto-optical media,
such as floptical disks, a read-only memory (ROM), a random
access memory (RAM), and a flash memory. Programs may
include, for example, a high-level language code that can be
executed by a computer using an interpreter, as well as a
machine language code, made by a complier. The hardware
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devices may be configured to be operated by one or more
software modules to implement the present invention, and
vice versa.

The embodiments of the present invention have been
described with reference to the accompanying drawings, and
it will be apparent to those skilled in the art that various
modifications and variations can be made in the present
invention without departing from the scope of the invention.
Thus, it is intended that any future modifications of the
embodiments of the present invention will come within the
scope of the appended claims and their equivalents.

What is claimed is:

1. An electronic device comprising:

at least one sensing unit configured to recognize a plurality
of different pointing means;

a display unit configured to display a pointer following a
movement of a pointing means having authority to con-
trol the electronic device among the plurality of pointing
means; and

a controller configured to:

obtain context awareness information related to the elec-
tronic device, the context awareness information com-
prising a content being displayed according to execution
of an application in the electronic device, wherein the
context awareness information is changed according to
the content;

determine the number of pointers required for controlling
the content, and

automatically grant the authority to control the electronic
device to the plurality of pointing means as many as the
number of required pointers from among the plurality of
pointing means based on a predetermined rule, each
pointer corresponding to each of the plurality of pointing
means being moved relatively,

wherein the content is controlled by a combination of ges-
tures by the plurality of different pointing means,

wherein when the number of pointing means required for
controlling the displayed content is increased according
to a change of the obtained context awareness informa-
tion, the controller controls the display unit to display a
user interface for selecting a pointing means to be addi-
tionally provided for obtaining the authority to control
the electronic device on a screen, and

wherein when the number of pointing means required for
controlling the displayed content is decreased according
to a change of the obtained context awareness informa-
tion, the controller controls the display unit to display a
user interface for selecting a pointing means to be
deprived of the authority to control the electronic device
on the screen.

2. The electronic device of claim 1, wherein the controller
determines the number of pointers required for controlling
the electronic device, based on a type of the application being
executed in the electronic device.

3. The electronic device of claim 1, wherein the controller
determines the number of pointers required for controlling
the electronic device, based on a type of a function of the
application being executed in the electronic device.

4. The electronic device of claim 1, wherein the controller
determines the number of pointers required for controlling
the electronic device, based on a type content output from the
electronic device.

5. The electronic device of claim 1, wherein the controller
determines whether to grant the authority to control the elec-
tronic device to at least one pointing means, whether to main-
tain the authority to control the electronic device by the plu-
rality of pointing means, and whether to deprive the plurality
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of pointing means of the authority to control the electronic
device, according to the determined number of the pointers
and predetermined priority levels.

6. The electronic device of claim 1, wherein the controller
displays different types of pointers on the display unit accord-
ing to the types of pointing means granted the authority to
control the electronic device.

7. The electronic device of claim 1, wherein the controller
selects at least one pointing means having the authority to
control the electronic device among the plurality of pointing
means, according to an order in which the plurality of point-
ing means are recognized by the at least one sensing unit.

8. The electronic device of claim 1, wherein the controller
selects at least one pointing means having the authority to
control the electronic device among the plurality of pointing
means, according to predetermined priority levels.

9. The electronic device of claim 8, wherein the predeter-
mined priority levels are different according to a type of the
application being executed in the electronic device.

10. The electronic device of claim 1, wherein when the
authority to control the electronic device to at least one point-
ing means is abandoned, the controller grants the authority to
control the electronic device to a different pointing means
among the plurality of pointing means according to the pre-
determined rule.

11. The electronic device of claim 1, wherein when a
request for controlling the electronic device from a pointing
means that does not have the authority to control the elec-
tronic device among the plurality of pointing means is recog-
nized, the controller performs a user interfacing operation
indicating that a command corresponding to the request is not
conducted.

12. The electronic device of claim 11, wherein the control-
ler performs a user interfacing operation to additionally grant
the authority to control the electronic device to the pointing
means that does not have the authority to control among the
plurality of pointing means.

13. The electronic device of claim 1,

wherein the plurality of pointing means comprises at least

one predetermined pointing means and at least one addi-
tional pointing means,

wherein the at least one predetermined pointing means has

the authority to control the electronic device, and the at
least one additional pointing means does not have the
authority to control the electronic device, and

wherein the controller is further configured to, when the at

least one predetermined pointing means is not recog-
nized, and the number of the at least one predetermined
pointing means recognized by the at least one sensing
unit is smaller than the number of required pointers,
substitute the predetermined pointing means with an
additional pointing means such that the additional point-
ing means has the authority to control the electronic
device.

14. The electronic device of claim 13, wherein the control-
ler performs a user interfacing operation indicating that an
additional predetermined pointing means required for con-
trolling the electronic device is required, based on the
obtained context awareness information.

15. The electronic device of claim 13, wherein the control-
ler performs a user interfacing operation indicating that the
predetermined pointing means is substituted with the addi-
tional pointing means.

16. The electronic device of claim 13, wherein the control-
ler performs a user interfacing method that provides a control
method for controlling the electronic device using the addi-
tional pointing means.
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